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KINDERGARTEN-PRE-PRIMARY - EYE TEST 

603. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the minister representing the Minister for Health: 

(1) Is the minister aware that most parents believe that the current kindergarten or pre-primary eye test may 
be comprehensive enough to pick up all types of eyesight deficiencies, and is he willing to instigate a 
parent awareness campaign to point out that these tests check only distance vision and strabismus, 
which is more commonly known as a squint? 

(2) Which health professionals conduct the health screening of four-year-old children in kindergarten or 
pre-primary? 

(3) What are the most common eye defects identified through this screening?  

(4) If there are sight problems or speech or hearing delays, how are these followed up with parents?  

Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  This question will test my capacity to pronounce some 
medical terms, so members will have to bear with me!   

(1) A school entry health assessment is offered to all children.  Vision screening is done to detect the 
following eye conditions - amblyopia, which is the functional loss of vision in a healthy eye; unequal 
refractive errors, such as myopia, which is short sightedness; high level hypermetropia, which is long 
sightedness; and, astigmatism, which is when not all objects are in focus at the same time.  A consent 
letter sent to all parents informs them of the assessment procedure.  Parents are invited to contact the 
community health nurse if they have any questions.  

(2)-(3) Community health nurses working in schools do the screening and they then refer to specialists, who 
provide a diagnosis.  The diagnosis data by specialists is not available to the Department of Health.  
Specialists may sometimes provide diagnosis data back to the Department of Health on an ad hoc basis.   

(4) Parents receive a copy of the health assessment results from the specialist.  If the parent wishes, he or 
she is welcome to contact the community health nurse to discuss the results or any related matters.  

 


